
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Component 1 Personal investigation (60%)  

Component 2 Externally set assignment (40%) 



 

 



 

 

OCR A Level Business provides an insight into how businesses work, stimulating learners’ curiosity 

and encouraging them to engage with commerce in their everyday lives.  Learners will gain an 

understanding of businesses in a range of contexts and develop a critical understanding of 

organisations and their ability to meet society’s needs and wants.  We will study business 

opportunities, problems and issues and gain an awareness of the ethical dilemmas and 

responsibilities faced by organisations and individuals.  Learners will develop a more strategic view 

of business opportunities, problems and issues and acquire a range of relevant business and 

generic skills including decision making, problem solving, groupwork and presentation skills.  

Learners will be introduced to a wide range of topics including types of business, business 

objectives and strategy, corporate social responsibility, business planning and measuring financial 

and non-financial performance, human resource management, marketing and the production 

process.  They will also consider aspects of the external environment such as competition, 

international trade, the European Union, emerging markets, political, social, technological, ethical, 

legal and environmental factors.  

Prior knowledge of Business is not required, but learners should be aware that the academic 

demands of A Level Business are more significant than is often appreciated. It requires essay-

writing skills, numerical skills and a capacity for logical and analytical thought. It is a subject well 

suited to learners who take an interest in the world of business and are prepared to carry out 

background reading and research. A grade 5 in GCSE English and Mathematics should be seen as a 

minimum expectation. It is essential for learners to keep up to date with business events in the 

news and some opt to take part in the school’s Young Enterprise activity outside of class which 

provides them with an opportunity to set up their own business and to put their learning to the 

test.  The course provides a good foundation for effective progression to higher education, 

modern apprenticeships and employment. 

Assessments are carried out throughout the course in order to monitor progress and provide 

further individual advice but the A Level examinations are held at the end of the two year course. 

The course is divided into three main areas with the examination papers reflecting this: 

Paper 1:  Operating in a local business environment (2 hour written paper).   
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Section A contains multiple choice questions. Section B contains questions relating to real business 

case studies. 

Paper 2: The UK business environment (2 hour written paper).   

Section A contains a number of short-answer questions.  Section B contains extended response 

questions based on a case study of a real business. 

Paper 3: The global business environment (2 hour written paper).   

This paper contains both data response questions and extended response questions which relate 

to a business case study.  

For more information please contact Mr C Brown (Head of Department) cjb@slcuk.com 

 



 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/chemistry-2015.html
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https://www.ielts.org/
https://www.chaucercollege.co.uk/ielts/
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For more information please contact Mr Jones goj@slcuk.com or Mr C Brown (Head of 

Department) cjb@slcuk.com  
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

http://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/Secondary/Mathematics/16plus/EdexcelASandAlevelMathematics2017/EdexcelASandAlevelMathematics2017.aspx
http://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/Secondary/Mathematics/16plus/EdexcelASandAlevelMathematics2017/EdexcelASandAlevelMathematics2017.aspx
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html
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