JUNIOR SCHOOL

Curriculum Policy
This policy is applicable to all pupils, including those in EYFS.
Aims
All SLCJS pupils have a right to a broad, balanced and relevant education which provides continuity
and progression and takes individual differences into account. Work in school is designed to reflect
the requirements of the National Curriculum but will, where appropriate, aim to extend pupils’
learning experience beyond NC.
The school should:
 Maintain the standards of being a world class High Performance Learning school;
 in addition to this written policy, use plans and schemes of work to ensure that the curriculum is
delivered appropriately and with consistency at all levels;
 cater for the needs of individual children of both sexes from all ethnic and social groups, including
the most able and those who are experiencing learning difficulties;
 facilitate pupils’ acquisition of knowledge, skills and qualities which will help them to develop
intellectually, emotionally, socially and morally;
 give pupils experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, human and social,
physical, aesthetic and creative education;
 ensure that pupils have an understanding of safety;
 embed the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual
respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs;
 make effective preparation of pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life
in British society;
 create and maintain an exciting and stimulating learning environment;
 ensure that each pupil's education benefits from continuity and progression;
 take into account the ages, aptitudes and needs of all pupils, including those pupils with a
statement of an EHC plan;
 ensure that there is a match between the pupil and the tasks he/she is asked to perform, where
possible reflecting identified individual learning styles, including open-ended investigative tasks;
 provide an appropriate curricular balance;
 recognise the key role which parents play in their children's education and encourage parental
involvement in the educational process;
 In accordance with the theory of Growth Mindset, foster pupils’ confidence and resilience to
respond positively to learning and situations which they find challenging.

Pupils should:
 have the opportunity at all times to learn and make progress;
 have the opportunity to develop intellectual curiosity and a love of learning;
 learn to be adaptable, how to solve problems in a variety of situations, how to work independently
and as members of a team;
 be encouraged to think for themselves, developing the ability to make reasoned judgements and
choices based on interpretation and evaluation of relevant information from a variety of sources;
 be enthusiastic and eager to put their best into all learning activities;
 acquire a set of moral values on which to base their own behaviour, so as to begin to prepare
them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life;
 be expected to behave in a dignified and acceptable way in the classroom, encouraging them to
take responsibility for their own learning;
 care for and take pride in their work and their school;
 be encouraged to be tolerant of those with different faiths and beliefs;
 be encouraged to respect others regardless of race, religion, disability, gender identity and
gender;
 acquire skills in speaking and listening, literacy, numeracy and ICT;
 be able to listen and read for a variety of purposes and be able to convey their meaning
accurately and appropriately through speech and writing for a variety of purposes;
 learn how to think and solve problems mathematically in a variety of situations using concepts of
number, algebra, measurement, shape and space, and handling data;
 develop an enquiring mind and a scientific approach to learning;
 have an opportunity to solve problems using technological skills;
 know about geographical, historical and social aspects of the local environment and the national
heritage, be aware of other times and places, and recognise links among family, local, national
and international events;
 learn to empathise with the Christian heritage and values of the school, and acquire some
knowledge of the beliefs of other major world religions;
 receive personal, social, health and economic education in accordance with the school’s ethos
and aims;
 in EYFS, benefit from a programme of activities which is appropriate to their educational needs
in relation to personal, social, emotional and physical development and communication and
language skills;
 be encouraged to show respect for other people, paying particular regard to the protected
characteristics set out in the 2010 Equality Act(a);
 be capable of communicating their knowledge and feelings through various art forms including
art/craft, music, drama and acquire techniques which will enable them to develop their
inventiveness and creativity;
 develop agility, physical co-ordination and confidence;
 wherever possible, have their knowledge and understanding enhanced by cross-curricular
opportunities;
 know how to apply the basic principles of health, hygiene and safety;
 develop a ‘growth mindset’ approach to learning, gaining confidence and resilience.
EYFS Focus
Children in the Nursery and Reception classes follow the EYFS Curriculum, which is grouped into
seven areas of learning; Communication and Language, Physical Environment, Personal, Social and
Emotional Development, Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts &
Design. These are carefully planned for by the teachers and nursery practitioners, taking into account
the children’s interests, needs, ability and diversity as well as current events and broad topics, and
form our EYFS curriculum, which is delivered through topics and themes.

Children are supported through play and exploration as well as through appropriate tasks which are
set to challenge each child in their learning journey. The EYFS also includes the characteristics of
effective learning, which highlight the importance of a child’s attitude to learning and their ability to
play, explore and think critically about the world around them. These are grouped under the
headings; Playing and Exploring, Active Learning and Creative and Thinking Critically, and Nursery
and Reception teachers plan activities with these in mind. We encourage creative and critical thinking
by making sure a wide range of resources are available to the children, and that links are made
between the areas of learning so children are able to transfer and generalise their knowledge and
skills. We follow the principles of the EYFS while extending and enriching the curriculum to best suit
our children.
This policy will be reviewed in accordance with the policy review schedule.
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