
General Sir Richard Dannatt, now the former
Head of the British Army, was the guest of
honour at our Speech Day and Prize Giving

Ceremony in May.
Following the service, the former pupil recalled his

own experience of Speech Days.

“I feel very honoured indeed to stand here and
present the prizes today,“ he said. ”As an Old
Lawrentian, it is frankly the first time that I and prizes
have been united on the same stage - the gaps on
my bookcase at home are a testimony to this!”
He advised all students to: “Aim high and challenge

yourselves and maximise all the opportunities that
the school provides for you.”
He continued: “Be the very best that you can be -

as you only have one chance at your life, don't settle
for second best. And lastly, do the right thing, not the
easy thing as it is moral courage that really matters.”
General Sir Richard Dannatt was wonderfully

patient with the battery of students wanting him to
sign their prizes and Speech Day programmes. 
He toured the school after the ceremony and had a

word with every student he met on the way. 
All were really impressed with his words, his

warmth and approachability and were extremely
proud to welcome him back to the College.

The quality of the College’s
A-Level and GCSE grades
improved in 2009 with an

increase in the number of pupils
achieving A-C grades.
At A-Level the proportion of A-C

grades increased by 5%. There
would have been 8 A* grades had
they been available (the A*

comes into force for A-Levels
next year). 
Nearly two-thirds of our leavers

went on to university, earning
places at London (University
College, King’s College, Imperial
College and Royal Holloway),
Warwick, Exeter, Durham,
Loughborough, Bath and
Edinburgh.
At A/S Level our top performers

were John Gostev, Angie Mosuro
Rhiannon Doogan, Hannah Mills
and Daniel Whittle.
At GCSE our pupils’ Value

Added scores were outstanding. 
Their grades place St Lawrence

College in the top 5% of schools
nationally for Value Added
scores.
Five pupils: Fiona Woollett,

Elspeth Neden, Peter Price, Ben
Lee and Laura Shipley managed
to achieve between 10.3 and

17.9 grades higher (that’s 1.03 to
1.79 per GCSE) than they were
predicted to when they took their
entrance exams at aged 11.
Ian Dawbarn, the College’s

Director of Studies, said: “We are
very pleased with the students’
results. Their grades are a result
of ability, hard work and excellent
teaching.”
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Sad loss of life

Pupils excel themselves

As you walk in the grounds of
St Lawrence College, you
can’t help but notice the

mammoth structure being built
alongside the astro-turf.
Its sheer size is impressive

enough but perhaps more so will
be the facilities it will house in
time for September 2010.
For the stunning double-storey

sports hall is no longer a dream, it
is a reality. 
Building work commenced in

July 2009 and work remains on
target thanks to the dry summer.
Headmaster, Reverend Mark

Aitken, said: “This Sports Hall will
greatly enhance the College’s
sporting facilities and it’s amazing
how big it will be.”
The two-storey building will

house two full-height squash
courts, the large ground floor
space will be capable of taking
indoor cricket nets, a climbing wall
and either two basketball courts
or five badminton courts.
Upstairs there will be a purpose-

built Dance Studio and Fitness
Suite.
Revd. Aitken said: “This is an

incredibly exciting time for the

College. The construction of the
Dance Studio will lead to the
development of dance within the
curriculum. Our students will be
able to experience the power of
dance like they have never been
able to do before.
The new sports hall will also lead

to improvements in the Taylor
Hall. It will no longer have to be
shared between drama and
games. 
There are plans to turn the Taylor

Hall into a new Performing Arts
Centre once the Sports Hall is
completed.”

First-class sports hall

General’s words of wisdom

The College was rocked to
its foundations on Saturday,
19th September by the

tragic death of Upper Sixth pupil,
Chris Allum in a road accident. 
Chris, pictured, was a very

popular pupil known for his
kindness to others. 
His close friends in Tower House

and throughout the school were
devastated by this loss. 
The Chapel became the focus of

their grief. The level of care for
one another, the heartfelt tributes
written, the candles lit and the

tears shed all helped as the
community sought to cope in
those desperate first few days. 
The deeply religious foundations

of the College may have been
rocked but were found to be a
source of strength in this time of
real sadness. 
A Service of Thanksgiving took

place on Friday, 20th November. 
Our thoughts and prayers

remain with Chris’s family and
close friends.

Reverend Mark Aitken
Headmaster 
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Icelandic adventureTeams lead the way
The Lower Sixth

took part in a
Leadership Day

in June 2009. 
It was designed for

pupils to help them
identify the qualities
and attributes of an
effective leader, and
to apply this learning
to a variety of tasks. 
Teamwork was also

vital in tackling the
challenges set. These
involved the building
of shelters and rafts. 
Everyone had to

participate by taking
on a role to ensure
the team’s success.
All of the pupils took

something from the
day, not only learning
about their individual
leadership qualities
and styles, but also
that of their peers.

Jane Green’s passion
for cooking has
helped her to raise

thousands of pounds for
MacMillan Cancer Care.
For five years Mrs

Green, Head of Home
Economics, has baked
scores of cakes for the
Big Coffee Morning, held
on the last Friday in
September.
This year the grand total

was an impressive £585.
She said: “Like many, I

have been affected by
cancer. A friend died five
years ago and I wanted
something positive to
come from it, so I decided
to fundraise. I make all the
cakes and sell them. The
pupils buy a plate for £1
and the staff make extra
donations to the cause.”

A sparkling performance

It was the trip of a lifetime, a
chance to experience 10 days
in stunning Iceland, The Land of

Fire and Ice.
Fifteen pupils, aged 16 to 19,

spent part of their summer
holidays exploring the island,
expertly guided by Nick Watts,
Steve Onyett and Alex Monk.
Nick Watts, Head of Geography

said: “My first visit to Iceland was
perfect - as we landed in Keflavik

it began to gently snow and it was
a delight walking through the
Reykjavik streets in temperatures
well below freezing. Even better,
next day everything I saw on the
‘Golden Circle’ route was still
covered in whiteness - so the
views were magical!”
Student Niall Anderson said:

“Our 10 days in Iceland would
take us across the majority of the
country. Its massively contrasting

landscapes would prove to offer
seemingly unlimited opportunities
to study geographical features. 
The stunning scenery would also

give us the chance to capture
some amazing photographs.”
The pupils’ highlights included:

everyone doing impressions of
mules (which carried the food and
personal belongings), amazing
panoramas and running and
sliding down a snow capped peak.

A recipe for success

The 2009 summer
term ended in style
for Kirby House, with

a very entertaining and
spirited production of Alan
Parker’s 1976 musical,
Bugsy Malone.
The cast of 25 Middle

School pupils sparkled
as they sang and danced
their way through the
two-hour performance,
accompanied by a jazz
quartet led by Director of
Music, Paul Stubbings.

Killian McCabe as
Bugsy was sharp, ironic
and engaging, Blousey
Brown, played by Grace
Jackson, had a strong
and haunting voice which
lent itself beautifully to
her poignant solos, while
there was not a dry eye
in the house as Fizzy,
played superbly well by
Shalom Okene delivered
his solo, “Tomorrow”.
The show was ably

directed by Priscilla Foot

and the costumes made
by Joanna Jackson,
supported by Margaret
Stanley.
Dance choreography

was provided by Emma
O’Callaghan.
The whole production

was supported by the
College Works Team, Art
and Design Technology
Departments, the Ladies
Committee who provided
the set as well as pupils’
family and friends.

Teamwork was k ey on Leadership Da y

Dale Spencer is Kirb y Housemaster

Jim Connell y is our ne w Bursar

Appointments
We would like to introduce new

Bursar, Jim Connelly, and Kirby
Boarding Housemaster, Dale

Spencer.
Mr Connelly joined us in July this year

after spending more than 20 years in the
RAF. He has five children, the oldest
three are at St Lawrence College.
Asked why he wanted to take on the

role of Bursar, he said: “I wanted to be
more involved in the decision-making
process and I was attracted by the idea
of working for a charity; I particularly
respect the values of this school and
wanted to be part of it.”
Many pupils will already know Mr

Spencer as a teacher in the Junior
School. This has made the move to Kirby
much smoother as pupils are already at
ease with their new housemaster.
Mr Spencer lives in Kirby House with his

wife Charlotte, dog Henry and cats Merry
and Pippin.
He said: “I’m really enjoying my new

role; it’s rewarding getting to know the
boarders. They have made me feel very
welcome.”

Shalom
Okene 

Jane Green


