Work, rest and play!

his is a very exciting time for

I the College with the opening
of its first new building for
many years. It is called Kirby House

after Sir Kirby Laing, whose family
have been generous benefactors of

“I like the equipment
and facilities - the t able
tennis and pool t ables

are really good in our
free time.”

the College.
The new Middle School is a
stunning piece of modern

architecture and sits well between
the two older parts of the College.

The building is forward looking,
through its conservation sensitive
design and is a most imaginative
place in which to be taught.

It portrays a school confident
about its future and truly concerned
about preparing its pupils to live in
the modern world.

This is what our students think of
their new home:

n Phoebe, 12, from Monkton: “It's
really modern but cosy at the same
time.”

n Rayeesa, 13, from Sandwich:
“The classrooms are good and
there are lovely views from the
windows. The heated floors make it
really warm.“

n Sarah, 13, from Wiltshire: “The
dorms are so nice and the
bathrooms are lovely.”

n Benjamin, 12, from Hong Kong:
“It's very hi-tech!”
n Robert, 12, from Broadstairs: “I
like the equipment and facilities -
the table tennis and pool tables are
really good in our free time. | also
like the fact that there’'s lots of
space. The computer rooms are
brilliant and the teachers are really
kind”
n Greg, 13, from Whitstable: "A
superb place to be!
n Peggy, 12, from Taiwan: “It's
really smart, the dormitories are
lovely.”

Reverend Mark Aitken,

Headmaster

“A superb place to be.”

“The new Middle School is a stunning
piece of modern architecture and sit s
well between the two older p arts of the
College.”

views from
the
windows.”

Survival of the fittest

utdoor pursuits are a key part of

O life at St. Lawrence College. As

well as the Combined Cadet

Force and Duke of Edinburgh Awards,

Senior School pupils have the chance

to become one with the outside world

thanks to its programme of outdoor
activities.

Steve Onyett is a NQT (Newly

Left to right, Mr Onyett shows his pupils
how to light fire using a bowdrill, how to
carve tent pegs and how to sharpen a knife
and an adventurous soul tries tree jumping!

Qualified Teacher) who joined

September.

He comes with a wealth of
experience having led a variety of
expeditions across the world.

Outdoor activities have been divided
into two areas of firstly skills and
secondly adventure and team building.

Regarding the outdoor skills
programme, he said: “It's about hands-
on skills, going out into the wilderness
with only the clothes on your back and
a knife and being able to survive. | am
really looking forward to sharing my
experience with the kids.”

Pupils are being taught how to use a
knife safely and responsibly, how to
carve tent pegs out of branches for
their shelter, form a utensil to eat with
and how to make fire safely with
friction using a bowdrill.

They will also be learning about
which plants they can eat and which
plants can be used for medicinal
purposes.

It's a challenging experience for the
pupils but one that will be put to the
test when they go on an overnight
expedition.

“It's a gradual learning process,” said
Mr Onyett. “They have to be proficient
and safe at the skills before they move
onto the next level. We're teaching
them the hunter gatherer skills of our
ancestors.”

The College is in the process of
planning an expedition to South
America next summer and those
taking part will be able to put their new
skills to the test.

As well as outdoor pursuits Mr Onyett
also teaches adventure and team
building activities.
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He said of the
programme: “It’'s
about looking after
themselves and each
other, respect being
the key.”

The College already
uses the Revolution
Climbing Wall in St

Peters and is
investigating  other
local facilities.

Other  challenges
include mastering sea
kayaking, mountain
biking and sailing and
the pupils will be
invited to take part in
weekend trips off site.




Our International
students organise
first ‘Africa Day’

School

he Senior
I successful Africa Day — organised by our
students (who come from Nigeria, Ghana,

Cameroon, Kenya, South

countries.

The event s took place on November 23 and were

hugely enjoyed by all student

event of it s kind and cert ainly not the last, since
International S tudent s make up about a quarter of

the school population.
The day provided our

traditions and dress.
There was a African assembly

traditional

school
on an African theme.

For the whole school it was a non-uniform

with student s and st aff paying

clothes — the proceeds from which (in the region
of £400) went to the charity chosen by our

student s.

Mr Stubbings has a worldwide profile

celebrated a highly

Africa, Zambia and
Tanzania) and supported by members of st
have lived and worked in a variety of

African student s with a
platform to display the best of their culture,

, drum workshop s,
African menu at lunchtime, fashion show and
African Dancing. There were displays
of African art, textiles and sculpture around the
and also a display of Year 8 masks, based

Above, Effie’'s Burning stars Emma-Jayne Standeven
junior doctor Ruth and Rhiannon Doogan as Effie

Drama students put

he pupils have put on two excellent productions this
I academic year - Effie’s Burning in the Michaelmas
Term and Godspell, a joint production between the
Middle and Junior schools, just before February half-term.
Effie’s Burning is a powerful tale of Effie, a woman in her
sixties who is taken to hospital after being burnt in a fire in
her nursing home. It transpires that it was Effie who started
the fire and the moving tale explains the tragic story of a
lifetime spent in mental institutions.

aff who ; . > .
Godspell is a lively and entertaining musical based on the

African

asThe cast of Godspell, a joint Middle School and Junior
School production

on fine performances

Gospel of Matthew, telling parts of the story of Jesus through
the re-enactment of various parables and teachings.

One of the features of the show was the link between the
Junior and Senior schools of the College, giving the Juniors
the chance to work with older pupils in a more demanding
show than would be possible with only KS2 children.

The show was colourfully staged with bright 1970s-style
costumes and scenery.

As always, our pupils put on fine performances, working
hard in rehearsals and shining on stage during the shows.

s. It was the first

day,
£1 to wear casual

African

Badminton team in
flying start to season

he Badminton Team has had a very successful

I year so far, winning three of their four matches.

The team is made up of Patrick Kuo, Victor Ng, a
superb Captain, Paul Srisukri and Callum Carson.

They have all practised hard and played at a
consistently high level.

The home win over King's Canterbury in November
was the most satisfying, but the wins over King's
Rochester were also pleasing.

The team is looking forward to the highlight of their
season, the Kent Invitation Tournament, to be held in
March at Sevenoaks School.

usic is a way of life for
I\/I Paul  Stubbings, our

Director of Music and not
merely the day job!

The College is fortunate to have
such a fine musician who, over
the years, has established an
international profile as an organist
throughout Europe, in Canada
and Australia. One of his dearly
held ambitions is to put St.
Lawrence College firmly onto the
international musical map.

Mr Stubbings recently performed
a series of concerts in Domkirche,
Hamburg, in which he performed
a programme of English and

Jackson, who celebrates his 90th
birthday this year.

Dr. Jackson is an internationally
renowned organist, composer
and Professor of Music.

Mr Stubbings will play at the
concert held in his honour at
which some compositions and
pieces will be premiered.

Future engagements for 2007
include: Temple Church, St.
Michael's Croydon and St. Omer
Cathedral. He is also planning a
North America tour for Summer
2008. More locally he will be
playing at the Broadstairs Dickens
Fellowship 70th Anniversary at

German music.
He studied under Dr.

Holy Trinity, Broadstairs, as well
as numerous SLC concerts.

Francis

everend Steven Lee took up
Rthe post of Chaplain of St.

Lawrence College in
September 2006.

The Chaplaincy sits right at the
heart of our community, as the
College was started as an
Evangelical Foundation in 1873.

Steven grew up in Purley, South
London. He read Economics at
Durham, where he met and later
married his wife, Sally, an
accountant. They have three
children, aged 22, 21 and 19.

He decided to train for the Ministry
at Trinity Theological College,
Bristol and was ordained in 1983 at
Rochester Cathedral.

His first curacy

01843 572900

was in

Reverend Lee is new Col

ege Chaplali

Beckenham. Since that time,
Steven has served in three
Leicestershire parishes: one city
centre, one rural and one in an ex-
mining town.

Steven’s interests are varied. He
enjoys the cinema, science fiction,
golf, table tennis and walking.

So why St. Lawrence College?
“Because St. Lawrence is built on
strong Christian foundations and |
really enjoy youth work and
communicating my faith,” he said.
“My work at St. Lawrence College
will be different from my previous

parish experience and the Reverend Steven Lee receives his
challenge of making Chapel licence from the Bishop of Dover
relevant and interesting is in a Chapel service in front of the

something | look forward to”. whole College

St Lawrence College, College Road, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 7AE

Chris earns place a
prestigious college

e are delighted to announce that Chris Burgess
Whas recently been awarded a place at T rinity
College of Music for September 2007.

Trinity College of Music in London is one of the top
three music Conservatoires in the country , with some of
the finest musical expertise available.

It is a five-year course and Chris will specialise in
percussion, piano and composition during his time
there.

Meanwhile, he continues his studies at SLC with our
jazz specialist, Paul Cavaciuti and will be playing a
prominent role in forthcoming recit  als

A very prestigious placement indeed - well done Chris!

www.slcuk.com



